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Potential of Tribunals for Injustices in Colonization ; A Perspective Inspired

by Some Recent Indigenous Studies
Tadashi OKANOUCHI

Waitangi Tribunal is an attempt to right historical wrongs of colonization
in Aotearoa/New Zealand. It is unique because it is the first attempt in the
world history to make a tribunal for injustices in the whole process of
colonization. In the case of New Zealand, the tribunal has brought a
"renaissance of tribal communication" which had a democratization effect to
the society especially in Maori communities. Introduction of this kind of
tribunals to other countries may become a key for making a non-violent
international order, an alternative to the present US-nuclear dominated
capitalist globalization. In case of Japan, it would be a key not only to solve
Japanese social problems deeply rooted in long history of
inward-colonization, but also to promote further democratization of East

Asia where the reparation for Imperial Japanese colonization is still a big
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